43S 


REVIEWS 


extolling the virtues of this therapeutic agent. A claim of apparent 
cures in cases of angina pectoris by rubbing a vacuum electrode 
over the entire chest and applying electric vibratory massage to 
the abdomen, falls hardly within the bounds of conservatism. 

In revising the text on Roentgen Rays, the author has failed to 
bring it up to date. As a whole this part of the book lacks balance. 
For instance, fifty-four pages are devoted to radiography of the 
teeth and about three-fourths of a page to the .r-ray diagnosis of 
gastric ulcer and carcinoma, while the discussion on the duodenum 
is exhausted by two short paragraphs in which appears the remark¬ 
able statement that “radiographs, as a rule, do not show this part 
of the intestine at all, or only as a shadowy outline making a curve 
around the pylorus, with its concavity toward the left.” 

The last chapter is devoted to a discussion of radium, its physical 
properties and physiological effects. This chapter contains much 
useful information. J D Z 


A Laboratory Course in Serum Study. By Hans Zinsser, 
M.D., J. G. Hopkins, M.D., Reuben Ottenberg, M.D. 
Second edition, revised. Pp. 184. New York: The Mac¬ 
millan Company, 1921. 

Tins course outline of immunology for medical students has 
received but few important alterations since the first edition of 
five years ago. Most of these changes are in the form of altera¬ 
tions in the plan of experiments. E. B. If. 


Operative Surgery. By John J. McGrath, M.D., F.A.C.S., 

Professor of Surgery, Fordham University, etc. Sixth edition. 

Pp. 863; 369 illustrations. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Company, 

1921. 

This work is preeminently for the student and practitioner, 
and for the man learning his surgery. The text is arranged well 
and the subject-matter presented in a very readable manner, 
based on an anatomical or regional plan. Before describing the 
procedures the author gives a very complete practical outline of 
the anatomy of the part; preserved in a style and manner that robs 
it of its dry detail nature. Many of his anatomical points are fur¬ 
ther impressed upon the reader by illustrations. 

The operative procedures are thoroughly and clearly outlined 
and illustrated, and should be clearly understood and readily 
followed by the operator. 

The size of the book precludes any possibility of its being an 
extensive reference book on operative surgery. It does not 
attempt to describe every operation, but it does furnish the 
student reader a most complete and ready operative surgery for 
daily use. E. L. E. 
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Vitamines-Essential Food Factors. By Benjamin Harrow, 
Ph.D., Associate in Physiological Chemistry, College of Physi¬ 
cians and Surgeons, Columbia University. Pp. 213; 8 charts. 
New York: E. P. Dutton & Company, 1921. 

A work couched “ in terms of our everyday tongue ” and designed 
to give the layman a working knowledge of nutrition. In chapters 
I-VIII the author builds for the reader a knowledge of the physio¬ 
logical chemistry of food. Chapters IX-XIV deal solely with 
vitamines and to the physician seeking fundamental knowledge 
of vitamines these chapters are recommended. For those who 
wish to delve into the subject more deeply, the appendix offers 
food tables and an extensive bibliography. The physician who 
has occasion to supply information to his patients, on foods or on 
vitamines, will do well to recommend Dr. Harrow’s book, for the 
author has not taken any knowledge of the reader for granted. 
The only adverse criticism to be offered is that the title is too 
limited, as less than one-half of the book is devoted to vitamines. 

E. T. C. 


A Text-book of Pathology-. By Alfred Stengel, M. D„ 
Sc.D., Professor of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, and 
Herbert box, M.D., Director of the Pepper Laboratory of 
Clinical Medicine, University of Pennsylvania. Seventh edition, 
reset. Octavo of 1111 pp., with 509 text illustrations, many in 
colors, and 15 colored plates. Philadelphia and London: W. B. 
Saunders Company, 1921. 


The seventh edition of this text-book appearing after an interval 
of six years may be taken as sufficient evidence of its continued 
popularity. During the twenty-three years that have elapsed 
since the appearance of the first edition the number of pages has 
increased from 851 to 1111 and the text figures from 372 to 509. 
It is to be regretted, however, that neither author is actively 
engaged in the study of this subject as his major interest, and this 
may account in part for the fact that many of the illustrations of 
the first edition are still to be found in the just appearing edition, 
and that those borrowed from other sources constitute more than 
half of the total number of illustrations. As “replacements and 
additions of illustrations to the extent’of about a hundred have 
been provided,” this condition will perhaps be still further improved 
in the next edition. 

The terminology of the section on bacteriology contains several 
peculiarities; for instance, the streptococcus intracellularis meningi¬ 
tidis would hardly be recognized by many younger students of 
bacteriology. Bacillus typhus is surely a more common designa¬ 
tion of this organsim than bacillus typhi abdominalis. The authors 



